
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

April 20 & 21, 2024 

 

 

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 

 

HYMN OF INVOCATION: 686 COME, THOU FOUNT OF EVERY BLESSING 

 

 

 

 



 
Text: Robert Robinson, 1735–90, alt. 
Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813, Harrisburg 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

(Stand) 

 

(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.) 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

(Kneel/Stand) 

 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 



ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For 

the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 

Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 

His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

(Stand) 

 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 

 

KYRIE LSB 152 

 

 
  

 



 
  

 

 

 
  

 

 

 
  



 

 
 

THIS IS THE FEAST LSB 155 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 

 
  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the 

Shepherd of Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the 

voice of our Shepherd we may know Him who calls us each by name and 

follow where He leads; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

  

 



  

 

(Sit) 

 

FIRST READING Acts 4:1–12 
 1As they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple 

and the Sadducees came upon them, 2greatly annoyed because they were 

teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. 

3And they arrested them and put them in custody until the next day, for it was 

already evening. 4But many of those who had heard the word believed, and the 

number of the men came to about five thousand. 

 5On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together in 

Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high priest and Caiaphas and John and Alexander, 

and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7And when they had set them in the 

midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” 8Then 

Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9if 

we are being examined today concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, 

by what means this man has been healed, 10let it be known to all of you and to all 

the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you 

crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by him this man is standing before 

you well. 11This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which 

has become the cornerstone. 12And there is salvation in no one else, for there is 

no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 



EPISTLE 1 John 3:16–24 
 16By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay 

down our lives for the brothers. 17But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees 

his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide 

in him? 18Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. 

 19By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our heart before 

him; 20for whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and 

he knows everything. 21Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have 

confidence before God; 22and whatever we ask we receive from him, because we 

keep his commandments and do what pleases him. 23And this is his 

commandment, that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one 

another, just as he has commanded us. 24Whoever keeps his commandments 

abides in him, and he in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the 

Spirit whom he has given us. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

(Stand) 

 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 156 

 

 



 

HOLY GOSPEL John 10:11–18 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter. 

  

 
  

 11[Jesus said:] “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life 

for the sheep. 12He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own 

the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf 

snatches them and scatters them. 13He flees because he is a hired hand and 

cares nothing for the sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my 

own know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay 

down my life for the sheep. 16And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I 

must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, 

one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life 

that I may take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own 

accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. 

This charge I have received from my Father.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 



(Sit) 

 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY: 709 THE KING OF LOVE MY SHEPHERD IS 

 

 

 
 

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 

    Thine unction grace bestoweth; 

And, oh, what transport of delight 

    From Thy pure chalice floweth! 

 

6 And so through all the length of days 

    Thy goodness faileth never; 



Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise 

    Within Thy house forever! 

Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821–77 
Tune: Irish, c. 18th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

(Stand) 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 



     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs. 

  

Shepherd of Israel, in Your Son, Jesus Christ, You have sought out Your 

sheep and gathered us into Your flock. Keep us always in Your fold, and 

guard us from every wolf and snare. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Heavenly Father, You alone gather us as Your sheep and send faithful 

shepherds to us. Call all who have wandered from Your flock, and bless the 

faithful shepherds who gather them through the voice of Your Word. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Heavenly Father, Your Son has called us to love our brothers. Turn us in 

love toward the neighbors closest to us, especially within our own homes, 

that we may daily show our confidence in God by deed and truth, laying 

down our lives as Christ first did for us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Eternal Lord, through the Paschal Lamb You have wrought peace between 

man and God. By Your gift of good government, grant peace and good days 



also to our citizens and between the nations of the world, that we and all our 

neighbors may lead quiet lives in godly contentment. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Heavenly Father, by the firstfruits of Christ’s life from the dead, You secured 

forgiveness for our troubled consciences. Bless also with temporal health 

and well-being those who suffer among us [especially _____________]. 

Grant them aid in this moment and, even more so, true, immortal health in 

the world to come. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P O Lord, our Shepherd, You calm all fears in this valley of the shadow of 

death, and You prepare the holy table of Your Son’s testament for us in the 

presence of our enemies. Grant us repentant and faithful hearts. In every 

tribulation or besetting sin, lead us to find comfort and strength in Your 

overflowing mercy given to us here in this Sacrament. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Lord God, out of Your fatherly goodness You have remembered us poor, 

miserable sinners and given Your beloved Son to be our Shepherd — not 

only to nourish us by His Word, but also to defend us from sin, death and the 

devil. Grant us Your Holy Spirit, that even as this Shepherd knows us and 

helps in every affliction, we also may know Him, trust Him, seek help and 

comfort in Him, heartily obey His voice, and obtain eternal salvation; through 

the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 



C Amen. 

  

 

(Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace 
be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 
5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3).) 

 

(Sit) 

 

OFFERING 
 

(Stand) 

 

OFFERTORY LSB 159 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 

 

PREFACE LSB 160 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most 

especially are we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious 

resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was 

sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His dying He has 

destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting 

life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the 

witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 161 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on 

those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to 

bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 

accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on 

the cross. 

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, 

to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us 

faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own 

testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 

celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, 

which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. 

To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 

death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and 

blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy 

cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your 



resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming 

for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 

pray: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PAX DOMINI LSB 163 

 

 



 

AGNUS DEI LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

(Sit) 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: 740 I AM JESUS’ LITTLE LAMB 

 

 



 

 
Text: Henrietta L. von Hayn, 1724–82; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 
Tune: Choral-Buch . . . Brüder-Gemeinen, 1784, Leipzig 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: 537 BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR 

 

 

 
Text: Münsterisch Gesangbuch, 1677, Münster; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823–1904 
Tune: Silesian, 19th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



(Stand) 

 

THANK THE LORD LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 



The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

HYMN TO DEPART: 735 HAVE NO FEAR, LITTLE FLOCK 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 2–4): Marjorie A. Jillson, 1931–2010 
Text (st. 1) and tune: Heinz Werner Zimmermann, 1930 
Text and tune: © 1973 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005644 
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